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ABSTRACT 

This publication is intended to help parents in 
Kansas communities plan for the transition of young children with 
special needs from the Infant-Toddler Services program to Early 
Childhood Special Education Services and/or other community services* 
Information is provided on the seven-step process: (1) planning 
ahead; (2) the transition meeting; (3) evaluation; (4) staffing; (5) 
getting ready for the Individualized Education Program/Individualized 
Family Service Plan (lEP/IFSP) meeting; (6) participating in the 
lEP/IFSP meeting; and (7) putting the lEP/lFSP into action. 
Information in each section generally includes questions to consider, 
important people to contact, action steps, and a checklist* A final 
section summarizes what the law says about parental rights in the 
areas of written consent, parent participation, educational 
evaluation, records, confidentiality of information, and due process. 
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,n or near the third birthday, a child STEPS ^HEAD 
from Infant-Toddler Services to Early Childhood Spe- 
cial Education services and/or other commxinity services. 

Moving from program to program is called transition. 
Families and service providers walk through this transition 
together, one step a: a time. 
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Step 1 : Planning Ahead 



ransitions are natural events for all children and their 
families. Successful transitions hegin as people think 
"alSout the future, plan ahead and work together. 

As your child nears age 3, he or she will transition 
from Infant-Toddler Services to Early Childhood Spe- 
cial Education, Head Start or other sen'ices. Legally, 
these are different programs. This fact guides some of 
the actions that must he taken. This Family Guide is a 



tool to assist you, and others who care about your 
child, to plan together to make wise decisions for your 
child. Other resources may also be helpful as you 
begin to think about transition: friends who have 
young children, local parent organizations, a family 
with a child slightly older than yours or Families 
Together, Inc. (Kansas' parent training and informa- 
tion center, 1-800-264-6343). 



Some questions to consider: 

WTiat do we hope for our child? 

What does our child need — now — to grow and develop? 

Who do we want our child to play and learn with? 

Where would our child be if he or she didn't have a 
developmental delay or disability? 




m 

Family Service Coordinator 




Earty Childhood 
Special Education 



Families Together, Inc, 
Parent Information 
and Training Center 

1-800-264-6343 




Others 
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To plan ahead.,. 

Our family will — 

•Talk about transition with our family 
service coordinator 

•Decide how actively we vnsh to be 
involved in the planning process 

•Decide if we want a friend or relative to par- 
ticipate in transition planning meetings with us 

•Write a transition outcome for our IFSP 
(Individualized Family Service Plan) 

•Consider talking wath friends or other 
community resources to learn about transition 

•Give written permission to Infant- 
Toddler Services to refer our child to Early 
Childhood Special Education 

Infant-Toddler Services 
staff will — 

•Offer our family information about transition 
and related community resources 

•Begin the transition planning process by 
including transition in our IFSP 
•Seek permission from tlie family to refer our 
child to Early Childhood Special Education 

•Schedule a transition planning meeting with 
our family and Early Childhood Special Edu- 
cation staff at least 90 days before our child's 
third birthday 



Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will — 

•Receive the referral from Infant- 
Toddler Services 

•Work togedier widi our family and Infant- 
Toddler Services staff on transition planning. 

•Prepare to share information with our family 
about the evaluation process, determination of 
eligibility for Early Childhood Special Educa- 
tion services and placement oppoitunities 




SOmt flea 




□ The general timeline and some 
individual outcomes for the 
transition were written in the 
IFSR 

□ Community resources have been 
found* 

□ The transition meeting has t>een 
scheduled. 
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Step 2: Transition Meeting 
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^^he transition meeting is the time when you and 
your team troni Infant-Toddler Ser\*ices and Early 
^Childhood Special Education (ECSE) meet to develop 
your child s transition plan. This plan outlines the steps 
that vour family and the two ser\ice programs will fol- 
low over the next months to help make your child's 



transition smooth and pleasant. The transition meeting 
occurs at least three months before your child's third 
birthday. If the birthday is in the summer or Septem- 
ber, the transition meeting will occur in the spring to 
allow time for plans to be in place t)efore the school 
vear begins. 



Some Questions To Ask at 
the Transition Meeting 

•How will our child s eligibilit)* for Early Childhood Spe- 
cial Education be detennined? 

•Wliat additional testing will be done? 

•WTio can we call if we have questions? 

•WTiat are the different ways ser\ices can be provided : 

•If we choose for our child to attend preschool or Head 
Start> how will therapy and other services be provided? 

•Who do we need to contact if we want to \*isit a program 
or classroom? 

•\\T»cn are good times for us to visit? 

•WTien is the right rime for our child to visit 
the classroom? 

•When will we meet next to decide on the scr\*ices? 



Tips for Preschool Visits 

•Make an appointment, \lsit only at the time scheduled. 

• Upon arrival, check in at the office. 

• Xsk the teacher where to sit and whedier to interact with the 
children. 

•W rite down questions to ;isk the teacher later. 
•Schedule a time to talk with the teacher at the end of your 
visit or at a later rime. You may want to talk with the teacher 
privately al)()Ut your child. 

• \c.k the teacher for suggestions to help ease your child into 
school. 



Who will attend the 
transition meeting? 

Family 

Friends or relatives in\nted by the family 

Infant-Toddler Ser\nces staff 

Early Childhood Special Education staff 

When visiting a 
preschool pivgi^am. . . 

...it's helpful to picture your child as part 
of the class. Consider these questions: 

•Do the children appear to be happ\? 

•Are they actively mvolved witli ninteriiils and witli 

each other? 

•Does diis program appear to match the way my 
child learns? 

•How is communication encouraged' 

•Does diis program appear to match our famih s 
values and respect our edinic traditions? 

•Would our child be in this preschool if he or she 
did not have a developmental delay or disabilit}*? 

•1 low are fa^-ilies involved? 

•What i.> the ratio of adults to children in this 

program? 

•Is die travel time from our home to the center 
reasonable for a vouns: child? 
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At the Transition Meeting... 

Our family will — 

•Sliiirc our hopes for our child 
•Review parentnl rights inroniiaiioii 

• \sk quesiions ahout aiiythiiiir that is unclear 

•Siini consent tonn tor release of rea)nls from Infant-" loikller 
Ser\icc-i lo the school district that sponsors Karly (Childhood 
Special h'ducati )n services 

•Siim consent form for evaluation to detemiine whether our 
child iselidhlc For Karly Childhood Spcciai Kducation 

• Vi^rce to participate ui the transition planninjj process at the 
level that feels conifortahie tor us 

•Make sure the transition plan includes options diat help realize 
our 1 1 reams tor our child 



Infant-Toddler 
Services staff will — 

•i iosi the transition niL-etinir 
•Share information as rt.'qu;.'htcd hy our ^amily 
•Participate actively m transition planninir 

•Write the transiti(jn plan and liinL-line that are 
decided at the meetinii 



Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will ~ 

•Receive our tamily's written consent tor release ot records 

•Receive our taniily's written consent tor evaluation 

•Kxpiain parental rights in special education and 
answer questions a Ik nit our riuhts 

•Discuss possihie services and places w here 
they niiLrht he provided 

•(Consider our family s concerns ahout the transition 
•Participate actively in transition planninir 

Mthoutdi some families choose not to participate in transition 
plannimj:, many tainilies hecoine very invoked in planninir: visiting 
possihic preschools and I leail Start, talkinir with teachers and ther- 
apists, asking questions to understand parental ritrhts descrihed in 
the laws, and o})scr\ in|? and learnintr ahout the skills tested in the 
evaluation. No'i, as the parent. ha\e the riifht to decide how much 
\()U will participate in your child's transition planninir. 



Many parents like to visit preschools, 
Head Start, and child care centers 
where Early Childhood Special Education 
misht be provided. Here is a place to list 
such prosrams in your community. 



Program 



Address 



Phone 



\Vhe7i I went to visit. I could see right nivay 
what fitn all the childreri were h(wing, I -wanted 
my son to be part of that 

Salina mother 



□ Transition meeting was held 
with our family, Infant-Toddler 
Services and Early Childhood 
Special Education staff. 

□ Parents' rights in special 
education were explained. 

□ A transition timeline was 
developed. 

□ A transition plan was agreed to 
by all of those attending. 

□ Options for preschool services 
were listed. 

□ We signed consent for release 
of records. 

□ We signed consent for evaluation. 



Checklist 
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Step 3: Evaluation 



^ very child has a personal set of 
r talents and needs. In order to 
[>rovide an education that fits your 
child, it is important for him or her 
to be evaluated. Information from 
the evaluation will be used to make 
decisions that will help your child 
receive needed educational services. 

The law (the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act) requires 
that each child who has been referred 
to Early Childhood Special Education 
be evaluated to find out whether he or 
she is eligible to receive special ser- 
vices. Your written permission must 
be received before the evaluation can 
occur. The evaluation must be completed within 40 school 
days after the referral. If your child becomes eligible for special 



education ser\4ccs> information from 
the evaluation will also be used to 
develop educational goals. 

Some of the information needed 
for the evaluation may come from a 
review of your child's records in 
Infant-Toddler Services. New infor- 
mation will come from additional 
informal and formal assessments. 
Some of the information will be gath- 
ered in natural, play-like situations. 
Other sources may be tests with 
required activities. 

Each of the professionals who 
work together to do the evaluation 
specializes in a different aspect of 
child development. A "mukidisciplinarj^ team" is formed 
by you and the professionals. 



Date 



Time 



Dates To Remember for Evaluation 

Place Infomiation To Brins 



NaiTie 



Persons Who Will Be Evaluating My Child (Multidisciplinary Team) 
Area of Specialty Phone 
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During the Evaluation 
Process... 

Our family will — 

•Share with the team what we feel is impoitant about 
our child and family 

•Try to schedule evaluation activities at our child*s best 
time, perhaps mornings or after naps 

•Ask questions about the evaluation 

Infant-Toddler Services 
staff will — 

•Share records and testing information on file 

•In\*ite Early Childhood Special Education staff to see 
our child in Infant-Toddler Services 

•.Answer questions our family and the Early Childhood 
Special Education team may have 

Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will — 

•Explain and plan the evaluation with our family 

•Locate records and testing information already on file 

•Decide what new information is needed 

•Provide a team to evaluate our child 

•Complete the evaluation within 40 school da\^ after 
the referral 

•Set up the staffing and the lEP/IFSP meeting to go 
over results of the evaluation and make plans for our 
child's next steps 

Questions To Ask during 
the Evaluation 

•What will be done and why? 

•What information can the team expect to leam? 

•What does our family hope to learn about ou * child? 

•xVIay a family member be present when our child 
is tested? 

•How can we help? 



What areas are included 
in the "comprehensive^^ 
evalmtim? 

Hearing and vision 

Health and medical history 

Developmental history 

Thinking and problem solving 
(cognitive behavior) 

Talking, listening and understanding 
(communication) 

Movement of small and large muscles 
(fine motor; gross motor) 

Self-care skills 
(adaptive behavior) 

Getting along v^ith others 
(social-emotional behavior) 




A 



Other members of the multidisciplinary team will 
work with you to schedule evaluation activities. These 
activities may take place in your home, at child care or 
at an early childhood center. 



□ Records from Infant-Toddler Services 
were revicv/ed 

□ Information from our family was 
considered 

□ Evaluation by the multidisciplinary team 
was completed v^thin 40 school days 

□ The staffing and the lEP/IFSP meeting 
were scheduled 



T 
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Step 4: The Staffing 



fter the evaluation is complet- 
[^\ed, the team will meet to dis- 
feross the results. This mcetinG: is 
called the staffing. As a nieinber of 
the team you will be asked, along 
with others, to add your signature 
to the summar}' of the evaluation. 
If you, as a parent, do not agree 
with the professional opinions, 
steps can be taken to obtain an 
independent evaluation. Results of 
the evaluation will be used to 
determine your child's eligibility 
for ser\'ices. 

If your child is eligible for 
Early Childhood Special Educa- 
tion, information from the evalua- 
tion will be used to develop an 
Individualized Education Program 
(lEP). Some school districts con- 



m 



tinue during the preschool years to 
use an IFSP similar to what you have 
known in Infant-Toddler Services. 
The IRP/IFSP may be written at the 
time of the staffing or at any time 
during the next 30 days. (In this 
workbook, the lEP/IFSP meeting 
will be held at a later time, but pro- 
cedures van*.) 

If your child is not eligible for 
Early C^hildhood Special Education, 
your family may be interested in 
participating in other early child- 
hood services in the communir\- 
Alany communities offer programs 
with enriching social and language 
experiences for young children. 
Members of the team will share 
information about such programs in 
your communin*. 
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'ohn and I have three children with special needs. 
When our older son entered the special education 
preschool, I didn't know what to expect. I was 
uncertain about the staff and the whole IE? process. 

Goals? They asked me what goals I 
wanted! But when our second son 
entered, we were much more 
relaxed. We liked the teachers and 
the speech therapist, we knew what 
was important to us about his edu- 
cation, and we knew we could han- 
dle all the necessary meetings. I 
think that our calmer manner 
helped our child. This year he is in 
a Head Start/ECSE program. 
"You have to have a very open mind about all 
of this. It can be hard to think about your child 
being in special education. But the teachers really 
care. They will help you discover abilities that you 
didn't know your child had— and what the next 
steps are and how you can get there. They will also 
help you appreciate abilities that you have as a par- 



ent that you don't recognize or 
appreciate about yourself. Good- 
ness knows, that's important! 

"The most important 
for parents to know what . ou 
want for your child. What goals 
do you have? What do you want 
him or her to be like as a teenag- 
er or an adult? You know your 
child better than anyone else. 
That's why the goals you suggest for the IE? are so 
important. Together with the other people on the team, 
you can then decide how to reach tliem. 

'*John and I never take for granted anything that our 
children accomplish. Every step is a milestone that we cel- 
ebrate—so many people work to make the progress 
happen. The latest news is that our youngest child— 
our daughter who's had an IFSP almost since 
birth— is not going to qualify for special education 
services in preschool It's good that '..le infant-tod- 
dler staff is helping us deal with this transition too." 

Linda Stack. Salina 



Step 4: The Staffing 
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During the Staffing,., 

Our family will — 

•Bring along a friend or relative, if we choose 
•.\sk any questions 

•Participate in making decisions about eligibility and 
fiiture steps 
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What options should we con- 
sider if our child is not eligible 
for special education services? 

Head Start 

Community preschools and 
child care centers 

Community recreation programs 

Library story hours 

iMoms' morning out programs 

Cooperative play groups 



While these programs are the parents' 
responsibilit}' if the child is not eligible for spe- 
cial education services, service providers can help 
families locate information about funding and 
scholarships. 




Infant Toddler Services 
staff will — 

•Support our family during this transition step 

•Participate in making decisions about eligibility and 
fuuire steps 

•.Assist our familv in finding community services if our 
child is not eligible for special education services 

Early Childhood Special 
Education staff v/ill — 

•Schedule the staffing \\*ith our family at least 10 days 
before it is to occur 

•Share results of the evaluation 
•Support our family during this transition step 
•Panicipate in making decisions about eligibility and 
future steps 

•Explain the next step in the transition process for eligi- 
ble children: developing the lEP/IFSP 



□ The staffing was scheduled 1 0 days in 
advance 

□ The team met to discuss evaluation 
results 

□ Elisibility for special education was 
decided 

□ Plans for the lEP/IFSP meeting or other 
community services were discussed 
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Step 5: Getting Ready 
for the lEP/IFSP Meeting 



'ometimes the lEP/IFSP meeting is 
'held immediately after the staffing. 
At other times, it is held later but with- 
in the next 30 days. Either way, the 
lEP/IFSP meeting will he a significant 
event for your child and family. Those 
who know the child best have an 
important role in developing the indi- 
vidualized plan. Taking time co prepare 
for this role will make a difference in 
the educational services developed for 
your child. 

The purpose of the lEP/IFSP meet- 
ing is to develop an Individualized E^du- 
cation Program. All of the observations and assess 
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ments that have been carried out by fam- 
ily members and professionals will be 
put to practical use. Goals will be writ- 
ten to reflect the team*s aims for your 
child. Activities, including therapies, to 
reach those goals will be planned. Deci- 
sions will be made about the sen-ices the 
child will receive and where he or she will 
go to get them. Family members, along 
with Infant-Toddler Services and Early 
Childhood Special Education staff, con- 
tribute to these descisions. Family mem- 
bers are likely to be asked to describe the 
child s Lurrent development, along with 
what vou wish him or her to learn durinj? the next vear. 



How can we prepare for 
the lEP/IFSP meeting? 



Talk with relatives and friends about your 
hopes for your child and family. 

Imagine an "ideal" day for your child, and 
consider what steps should be taken to make it 
happen. 

Use the chart on page I L 

To Prepare for the 
lEP/IFSP Meeting,,, 

Our family will ~ 

•Be ready to tell what our child is doing now 

•Consider possible goals and objectives for the lEP or 
outcomes for the IFSP 

•Consider inviting a relative or friend to go to the 
lEP/IFSP meeting with us 



Infant Toddler Services 
staff v/ill — 

•Answer questions our family may have 

•Consider possible goals and objectives for the lEP or 

outcomes for the IFSP 

Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will — 

•Answer questions from our family 

•Consider possible goals and objectives for the lEP or 
outcomes for the IFSP 

•Choose a date for the lEP/IFSP meeting at our fami- 
ly's convenience and invite us by letter at least 10 days 
in advance 



Tm pmid of my son and our family because wc have 
siirvwed the numerous transitions— from neoiiatd intensive 
care unit to home, early intervention to p-eschool and p^mhool 
to piimaiy school. I realize that we have more transitions to 
go, hit Vm confident that they will go well. I no longer feel 
nitmidatcd by the process. " 

Johnson County parent 



Step 5: Getting Ready for the lEP/IFSP Meeting 
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A Look at My Child's Development 



Area of development 



Play — sharing, taking turns, play- 
ing by self and with others 

Language — sharing needs, follow- 
ing airections, listening, concepts 
such as up, down, in, on 

Dressing taking clothes off and 
on, zipping, buttoning 



Toileting — sitting on or standing 
at a pottv, lime scheduling, toilet" 
training,' wiping 




Reading — kx^king at pictures, lis- 
tening to stories, favorite characters 



Meals — earing with utensils, eat- 
ing variet}^ of foods, table manners 

Thinking — cause and effect, colors, 
sorting, solving problems, counting 



Moving — walking, running, col- 
oring, Duilding with blocks^ play- 
ini? Ball 



Other — please list 



Some things I would like my child 
to learn in this area 



□ Our family and Infant-Toddler Services and Early Childhood Special Education staff consid- 
ered possible soals for our child 

□ The lEP/IFSP meeting was scheduled, and our family was notified by letter at least 10 days in 
advance* 

□ Our family received the invitation. 
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Step 6: lEP/IFSP Meeting 



The lEP/IFSP mectinji brings totrcthcr ihc 
family and seiTice providers to put shnrcd 
goals into writing. Sonic o\ the faces will he 
vcT)' familiar to the family, while others may 
be new. 

Family members arc a ven' important part 
of this IEP/IP\SP tcani, Vou will he gi/cn 
opportunities to express your opinions about 
your child's current activities and your hopes 
for him her in the coming \ear. The team 
will also ask vou what activities you would 
like your child to work on during the next 
vear (for example, zipping ii jacket or playing 
with other children). These activities will be 
called goals and objectives. The goals chosen 
for your child should fit into your everyday 
routines and help your child to become more 
independent in learning and activities o\ daily 
living. Together IKP/IFSP team members 
will decide: 



•the goals and objectives with the highest priority- 
•which therapy, transportation and other services 

are needed in order to reach those goals 
• where the child shouUl be enrolletl [or scrvcti 

at home) to meet the iroals 




When team members 
agree upon these issues, 
the plan will be put into 
writing, forming your 
child's Individualized 
Education Program. 
E\'' '-one present will 
sign . .le plan, youMl be 
given a copy, and then the 
plan can be carried out. 
Parents will also be asketl 
to siffn a form called 
Consent for Placement in 
Special Educntion. In 
some communities, the 
written planning form 
continues to be called an 
IFSP as in infant-Toddler 
Services. Ask your special 
education st;iff how this 
form is the same iind how it differs from wh;it \()U have 
signed in the past. 

Sign these documents only if yoii fully understand and 
agree with them. .Meetings can be halted and rescheduled 
if families have questions or reser\'ations about an\ ot the 
ser\ ices proposed, 



Name 



My Child's lEP Team 

Area of Specialty Phone 
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At the lEP/IFSP 
Meeting,,. 

Our family will — 

•Describe our child's present and anticipated actintics 

•Share ideas for goals and objectives 

•Discuss possibilities for services and placement 

•After agreement is reached, sign the lEP/IFSP and the 
Consent for Placement in Special Education 

Infant-Toddler Services 
staff will — 

•Share ideas for goals and objectives 
•Discuss options for services and placement 
•After agreement is reached, sign the lEP/IFSP 

Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will — 

• Schedule and host the meeting 

• Share ideas for goals and objectives 

• Discuss options for semces and placement 

• As agreement is reached, put the lEP/IFSP into writing 

• Sign the plan and prepare to carry it out 



^\ Uthon^h it soiuids odd it ::'(/s a amifon that the caitvr- 
Imed stajf seerned naTous at tivm about my sons challenges. 
It was, boTtveren their attention to dctad and their rillijig^iess 
to ask my opinions or prefa'ences that helped ns all thi'ottgh 
our anxiety. " 

Harvey County mother 



Each community has different possibilities for places 
where Early Childhood Special Education services can 
be provided. Here are a few of them: 

Child care center 
Head Start 
Public or private preschool 
Family child care 
tven Start 
Ctiild^s home 
Clinic 
Babysitter's home 
Cooperative play sroup 

Title 1 preschool 
Therapeutic classroom 
Hospital 



At the Transition Meeting about three months prior 
to your child's third birthday, the team should have dis- 
cussed possible locations for your child to receive Early 
Childhood Special Education. You may have visited 
some of them. 



By law... 



..your child's placement must occur in the least 
restrictive environment (LRE) where the child's goals 
can be met. Early Childhood Special Education may 
need to provide some additional adult assistance, train- 
ing for the staff, changes in surroundings or equip- 
ment, or specially chosen materials in order to help 
your child learn in the place selected. Placement must 
be based on the child's needs, and it must be a team 
decision. The time for making this decision is at the 
lEP/IFSP conference. 



EKLC 



□ The lEP/IFSP meeting was held 

□ Discussion and decision-making included 
our family, Infant-Toddler Services and 
Early Childhood Special Education staff 

□ Agreement was reached, and the 
lEP/IFSP was written 



□ All present signed the lEP/IFSP 

□ The family signed the Consent 
for Placement 



Step 6: lEP/lFSP Meeting 
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Step 7: Putting the 
lEP/IFSP Into Action 



Rw/riting nn lEP/IFSP that truly meets your child s 
l^yr needs is an important accomplishment for you and 
^Sfe other members of the team. Now it*s time to put the 
plan into action. This is an exciting time of new begin- 
nings for your child and your family. \s with any tiling 
new, many questions will arise, and decisions will need 
to be made. It s important for you and other members of 
your lEP/lFSP team to face these issues together^ share 
information and make decisions that are in the best 
interests of your child. 

What issues might we considei'? 



Health records and immunizations 

Transportation 

Special equipment 

Medications 

Special diet 

Staff orientatif)n or training 




Other issues 
may include plan- 
ning for your child's 
first days in the new 
program and find- 
ing ways to make 
those transitional 
days happy and suc- 
cessful. This may 
require trial visits to 
the new classroom, 
sample bus rides or 
bringing a familiar 
toy from home. 

The key to assur- 
ing a good beginning 
is close communica- 
tion among all who 
know and care for your child: your family, Infant-Toddler 
Sennces and Early Childhood Special Education staff, and 
odicrs your child sees regularly. As you talk together, you 
will think of many creative ideas to help your child enjoy 
the step ahead. If problems arise, they too can be discussed 
in an atmosphere of openness and respect. 




Questions Families May Ask About the New Program 



Can my child visit tlie new 
school with me? 

.\re there toddler groups for 
entering 3 -year-olds? 

Can we do a trial run on the 
school bus? 

WTiat supplies will my child 
need? 

How are food and snacks 
handled? 



Does tlie teacher under- 
stand the times when my 
child needs special help? 

WTien and how does die 
teacher prefer to communi- 
cate with parents? 

What actinties are there for 
families at the new pro- 
gram? 

WTiat supplies should we 
provide? 



Questions Children May Ask 

WTio arc all these people? 

Can my mom stay 
with nie for awhile? 

C>an 1 play with all 
these toys? 

C^.an I bring my 
blanket to school? 

WTiat if 1 get tired 
or hungry? 

WTio will help me? 
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Step Ahead at Age 3 A 



To Put the lEP 
intoActioji.., 

Our family will — 

♦Ask questions and be open to new ideas 
•Help staff at die new program understand our 
child 

•Communicate with our child's former and pre- 
sent caregivers about helping him or her be 
happy and successful in the new program 

•Help our child feel excited and confident about 
this transition 

Infant-Toddler 
Services staff will — 

•Ask questions and be open to new ideas 
•Share information with our family and tlie new 
program 

•Help our child anticipate the new program 

Early Childhood Special 
Education staff will — 

•Ask questions and be open to new ideas 

•Arrange for the lEP/IFSP to be carried out 

•Consider our famil/s needs in making decisions 

•Communicate with our family and staff trom 
Infent-Toddler Services 

•Welcome our child and our familv 



Concordia parent 




-^Everybodv had done their best to help tis understand and 
pauiapate. The pkicemm choice ws a good one that fit owjam- 
ilys values. It felt vay natural. 

Northeast Kansas parent 



At this point.., 

you have worked through the transition process. Your 
child has stepped ahead from Infant-Toddler Services to Early 
Childhood Special Education services or another pre-kinder- 
garten arrangement. These new beginnings have probably 
affected everyone in your family. 

You have practiced ways of transition planning that you can 
use again in the future. As you work closely with other people 
who also care about your child, you find them to be competent 
and concerned and you begin to trust them with your family's 
values and hopes. All transitions are more successful when fam- 
ilies and service providers work thiough the process together, 
sharing their views of the child, their understandings of the law 
and their creative ideas, which can help to make "appropriate 
education'* a realitv for everv child and family. 



□ Our chiid made the transition from Infant- 
Toddler Services to Earty Childhood Spe- 
cial Education sen/ices or to another pre- 
kindergarten arrangement 

□ We worked together to resolve any Issues 
that arose 



□ All are continuing to communicate during 
this time of change 
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Parental Rights 



The law says 

—he Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provides parents with certain rights related to services for a 
child with a developmental delav or disability. It is very important for parents or guardians to be M\y aware of these 
„ehei. If at anv point vou are uncertain about your rights, please ask questions of your school district. Other sources of 
information are listed'below. Do not sign any agreement until you understand what it means for your child. In briet. 
your rights under IDE.\-Part B (for children ages 3-21) include die following: 

Written Consent - You must agree in writing before the school evaluates and/or senes your child in special education. 

Parent Participation - Vou must be consulted about your child's educational program and encouraged to participate in 
creating it. Meetings must be scheduled at times convenient for you to attend. Communication must be in your native 
language. 

Educational Evaluation - There is no cost to you for the evaluation. Parents have a right to ha\ e an independent evalu- 
ation in addition to the one provided by the school district staff. 

Records - You may examine and receive copies of all your child's records. 

Confidentiality of Information - The information filed and used by the school district regardimj your child must be kept 
confidential. 

Due Process - If vou and the school district cannot agree on the evaluation, the identification, the placement or the 
proWsion of a free and appropriate public education for your child, both you and the school have the right to request a 
hearing to settle this difference of opinion. 

Sources of Information about Parental Rights 

Special Education Director y^^^^^v 

Local Parent Group • ff 

Make A Difference Information Network 1 -800-332-6262 

Families Together, Topeka 1-800-264-6343 

Kansas Advocacy & Protective Services (KAPS) 1-800-432-8276 



^TEP AHEAD AT AGE 3 was produced by the Bridging Early Seivices Transition Taskforce, a committee of the C^^dinating Council on Early 
JS^d^opmlntal Scr^c«' in Karisas^Funds were l^ntributed by Infen^Toddler Semces/Kansas Deparm^ent of Health and E";—^ 
^Sttte Board of Edition, Bridging Early Services Trar«tion Project C>utreach/Ass<x.attd Colleges of Centnl ^^^^ ^"^"T/ 
Si rEarly Childl.ood Developmenal Services. Editor, include Pamela Smith Sharon Rosenkoetter ^d Orolyn Sn^ The foUowmg per- 

; on L guide. Marnie CampbeU, Linda Castlebeny, Judy Dill, Suzanne Cha[^l, .Vnn Davdso^ Patty Gcrdel, I^b Grrar^ T n Goodnch. 

; Mifty Goosen, Cyd McPhail, Kathy Johnson, Carolyn Nelson, Pam and Jerry Shirar, Linda Stack, Cynthia Shorts, Vera Stroup and Patty T.tus. 

^ pfe;phic credits: Grounds for Play, Arlington, Texas; Diane Iseman. Rainlw^-s United; June Rempel, HaysviUc Early aildhood Center, Sharon 
RolieXttter, Jean LS. Patrick; Korey Powell-Hensley, Salina Head Surt; Ann Davidson; LuAnn Hoover, Kansas State Unrvemty. 

' AMk'4)i« of SrmP AHEAD may be obtained from the Make a Difference Information Network, 8^-332-6262; Infent-Toddler Semces,913- 
296^5135; Kansas Sute Boartl of Education, 913-296-7453; or Bridging Early Services Transition Project Outreach, 316-241-775'J. 
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